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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain the title resin having a low content of a low- 
molecular- weight component, can prevent oil deposition on a mold and 
excels in moldability by adding a polymerization initiator and a specified 
thermal deterioration inhibitor to the system in the polymerization of an 
aromatic monovinyl monomer and devolatilizing the mixture. 
CONSTITUTION: A process for producing an aromatic monovinyl resin 
by continuously polymerizing an aromatic monovinyl monomer in the 
polymerization step and removing unreacted material and/or the solvent 
from the reaction mixture after the polymerization in the devolatilization 
step, wherein a polymerization initiator is used, and 0.01-0. 5wt.% 
phenolic thermal deterioration inhibitor of formula I (wherein R1, R2, R3 
and R4 are each 1-5C alkyl) (e.g. a compound of formula II) is added 
during the course between the polymerization step and the 
devolatilization step, and the devolatilization is performed in the 
devolatilization step until the amount of the low-molecular component is 
decreased to 0.4wt.% or below. According to the above process, the 
content of the low-molecular-weight component in the resin is reduced,, 
the oil deposition on a mold can be prevented, and therefore a 
monovinyl aromatic composition excellent in moldability can be obtained. 
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